Memorandum of Understanding
Between
Lincoln University
And
Missouri Aquaculture Association
And
Missouri Department of Agriculture
And
Missouri Department of Conservation
And
Missouri Department of Economic Development
And
Missouri Department of Natural Resources
And
University of Missouri-Columbia
College of Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources

ARTICLE I
The purpose of this Memorandum of Understanding is to establish a cooperative relationship
between Lincoln University (LU), Missouri Department of Agriculture (MDA); Missouri
Department of Conservation (MDC); Missouri Department of Natural Resources (DNR);
University of Missouri-Columbia, College of Agriculture. Food and Natural Resources (UMC);
Missouri Department of Economic Development (DED); and Missouri Aquaculture Association
(MoAA) to facilitate development of an economically sound and environmentally responsible
aquaculture industry in Missouri.

ARTICLE II
Lincoln University is an 1890 land-grant, comprehensive institution which is a part of the
Missouri state system of higher education. Founded in 1866 by the enlisted men and officers of
the 62nd and 65th Colored Infantry, LU was designed to meet the educational and social needs
of the freed African-Americans. LU Cooperative Extension serves Missourians through the
dissemination and application of knowledge derived from research and practical experiences.
LU Cooperative Research conducts basic and applied research with the goal of advancing
knowledge and improving the quality of life for all people, with a focus on minorities, people
with limited resources, and small farm families.
The Missouri Aquaculture Association was formed to represent and to promote the success of
aquaculture in Missouri. The Association is dedicated to improving the quantity, quality, and
efficiency of aquaculture production and promotes growth of the industry.
The Missouri Department of Agriculture is authorized under the provisions of RSMo 261.020 to
establish cooperative relationships between agencies, public and private, which facilitate the
production, processing, and marketing of agricultural products to assist in the development of
economic, efficient, and coordinated services.

The Missouri Department of Conservation is authorized under the provisions of Article IV,
Executive Department of the Constitution of the State of Missouri, subsections 40(a) through 46,
to proclamate regulations which provide for the control, management, restoration, conservation,
and regulation of the bird, fish, game, forestry, and all wildlife resources of the State.
The Missouri Department of Economic Development is authorized under RSMo 620.010 to
provide all of the general provisions, definitions, and powers enumerated in section 1 of the
Omnibus State Reorganization Act of 1974.
The Missouri Department of Natural Resources is authorized under the provisions of RSMo
640.010 with the administration of programs relating to the environmental control and the
conservation and management of natural resources.
The University of Missouri-Columbia, College of Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources was
established in 1870 as the State's land-grant university in response to the need for agricultural
teaching and research in Missouri. Its major goals are the provision of relevant scientific
knowledge and practice in its application to the food, life, and agricultural sciences.
ARTICLE III
Parties to this understanding wish to enter into a cooperative agreement to facilitate the various
particular interests under mutually-agreed objectives which serve the best interests of Missouri's
aquaculture community and citizens through the establishment of the Missouri Aquaculture
Coordinating Council.
ARTICLE IV
Parties to this understanding wish to establish the following principles which shall serve as
common guidance for conducting business through the venue of the Missouri Aquaculture
Coordinating Council:
•

To meet a minimum of biannually to discuss issues presented by the signatures to this
understanding under a formal agenda procedure.

•

To address agenda issues which have been submitted to the Recording Secretary of the
Council who shall ensure distribution to all appropriate parties no later than fourteen (14)
calendar days prior to a scheduled meeting of the Council.

•

Appointees to the Council shall serve a term of four (4) years. Each subsequent nominee
shall be selected by their respective institution.

•

The parties to this understanding agree that the activities of the Council shall be limited to an
advisory role and, as such, shall not infringe upon any statutory right or obligation of any
signature to this understanding.

•

The parties agree that the goals and objectives of the Council may be clearly defined through
the establishment of a formal set of by-laws through which the Council shall function.

ARTICLE V
All activities of the Council shall be conducted in accordance with applicable state and federal
laws.
ARTICLE VI
This understanding defines, in general terms, the basis on which the parties concerned will
cooperate and does not constitute a financial obligation to serve as a basis for expenditures.
ARTICLE VII
No appointee or designee shall engage in Council activities as to give rise to opportunities which
may be construed to constitute a conflict of interest or result in undue financial or competitive
benefit from participation within the Council's activities.
ARTICLE VIII
This Memorandum of Understanding shall become effective upon the date of final signature.
This Memorandum of Understanding may be amended at any time by mutual agreement of all
parties of signature.
Any or all parties may terminate their participation within this Memorandum of Understanding
upon sixty (60) days of written notice to the other parties.
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